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The lonelinessof

a UFO spotter

On 31
December 1978, Melbourne

television journalist
Quentin Fogartyand a filmcrew

New Zealandcoast saw and

filmedbright,unidentifiedobjects

in the nightsky.In 'Let's

Hope They'reFriendly',Fogarty

tells how the chanceencounter

changedhis life,brokefriend

ships,strained marriages
and affected

the hopes and aspirations

of manyof those involved.

The sightingcombinedthreeele
ments — radar

observation,
visual

observation

by six peopleand a mov
ing picturefilm.One

experienced

UFO investigator describesthis
combination

as "uniquein the annals

of
ufology".

Manypeople,not least

the newsmedia,suggested
the film

showedan encounterwith an Un
identified

' FlyingObject,and re
searchscientistsfrom the American

National InvestigationCommittee
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on AerialPhenomena,which has
investigated20,000 reportedUFO
sightings duringthe past22 years,

concluded
thatthe objectscouldnot

be explainedin
conventional

terms.

But skeptics,informedand other
wise,havecomeup witha rangeof
"rational" explanations,including
sightingsof various planets,light
fromthe groundor fromfishing

boats,secretmilitaryexercisesand
even

moonlight reflected
off the un

derpartsof migratingmuttonbirds!

The material in the book didn't

convinceme eitherway and,indeed,

Fogarty'sstyleand
presentation

do
littleto aid an

objective evaluation

of the
evidence.

What is more in
teresting

is the author'saccountof
how the apparentlyextraordinary

occurrenceof that Decembernight
affecteda groupof quiteordinary

people.

The trainof eventsis dottedwith
wranglesover

ownership
of the film's

copyright,harshwordsbetweenold
friends,the author's self-confessed
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"growing paranoiaand panic",

crankletters,maliciousgossipand
heated exchangeswith debunkers.

At one point,Fogarty recallsthe
periodfollowingthe sightingsas
"daysof

hassles,mentaland physi

cal strain,rumour,souredfriend

shipsand,very
occasionally,

a little

bitof
happiness",

and adds,"I cer
tainlygot myselfa worldscoop,but
at a

price."
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Fogartyhas become sympathetic

to the conjectureby members

of the American National Investigation

Committee on Aerial
Phenomenathat the American
authorities

wantto "keepthe lid on"
UFOsbecausetheydon'tknowwhat
theyare.On a tripto theUSA,he
was shown documentswhich,he

says,indicateUFOs are
"travelling

through Americanair spaceat will,
buzzingmilitarybasesand missile

LET'S HOPE THEY'RE
FRIENDLY.By QuentinFogarty.

Angus and Robertson.178pp.
Illustrated. $9.95.

Reviewer:

sites.. . Thatsortof
impotence

is
not

something
thata worldsuper

powerwantsto bragabout.So it
wouldseemlogicalfor the author

itieseitherto ignoreUFOs,or to
belittlereportedsightings."

Not
surprisingly,

the book comes

to no firm
conclusions, althougha

dealof
"evidence"

is
presented

to
getherwith

selections
from cor

respondence

with
supporters

and de
tractors.Perhaps ProfessorJ. Allen
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Astronomy,NorthwesternUniver
sity,USA sumsup the

situation

best
whenhe writesin one such letter,"In

my long
association

withthe UFO
subject,whichreachesback well
over thirtyyears,one

outstanding

facthas
impressed

me: the UFO
experience,whateverits cause,is
aboveall a human

adventure.

It is
actually

a
frightfully

humansortof
thing, pullingout manyof the stops

on the keyboardof humanemotions

and
reactions:

awe, fear,wonder,the
senseof the

presence
of an unknown

world,of beautyand
spectacle,

and
of extreme puzzlement".


